
farm fresh
When Houston couple Mary Lou and Walt decided to build a retirement home where 
children and grandchildren could happily gather for years to come, they chose the tiny, 
historical community of Springhill, Montana. 

BY DEBORAH DONOHUE PHOTOGRAPHY BY ROGER WADE
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 PREVIOUS TITLE SPREAD: 
“Montana Weathered Edge,” a locally 

quarried sandstone with a tumbled look 
and timeworn feel is used throughout 

the property. EXCEPT FOR a sod roof on 
the portion of the home made to look 

like a grain elevator, all roofing is cedar 
shingled or galvanized, corrugated tin. The 

purposelessly faded white trim is reminiscent 
of structures that have withstood years 

of harsh Montana elements. There are two 
guest suites on the upper level of the barn 

and a dining area below. Windows from 
Montana Sash and Door of Bozeman are 

framed inside and out with a wire-brushed 
cedar product that ages beautifully. 

(sourced from Architectural Traditions out 
of Tucson) Mayville Landscaping provided 

native landscape design. 

THIS PAGE:
The hearth screenS FOR the Great Room AND 

THE wood burning fireplace in the kitchen 
ARE hand forged iron by blacksmith Bill 

Moore.  chandeliers are from Circa Lighting. 

A
sleepy enclave—with not 
much more than a church 
and school—is located just 
north of Bozeman at the base 
of Ross Peak and the Bridger 
Mountains. The Houston 
couple strongly identified with 

the ancestry and landscape of Montana’s Gallatin 
Valley, which included many old apple orchards, 
remnants of Springhill’s former agrarian history.  
And the views were enchanting. The cold and 
pristine Gallatin River was the breathtaking locale 
for much of Robert Redford’s award winning 
1994 film, A River Runs Through It. This classic 
story of two brothers, a family, and the romance of 
fly-fishing fostered environmental awareness and 
renewed respect for Montana’s beloved rivers, along 
with the critical importance of keeping their fisheries 
viable.  The film also sparked interest in the area as 
a place to live. Springhill itself dates back to 1871, 
nearly two decades before Montana became a state.  
The Springhill Pavilion, whose original dance hall 
was built is 1872, was the site of a romantic dance 
scene in another of Redford’s films, The Horse 
Whisperer.   Cognizant of the area’s rich history, the 
couple wanted the design of their home to reflect 
the architectural language of a farmhouse.  The result 

continued on page 72
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The couple and their three sons fi rst fell in love with 
the area when a friend offered them the use of a 

cabin outside of Bozeman, complete with a pond for 
fl y fi shing. The pond turned a shimmering gold as 
the sun was setting and two moose meandered by. 

The family was smitten.

“ “
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Reclaimed fir and heavy 
timbers for the trusses and 
cut-beam wood ceilings were 
sourced from Montana 
Timbers in Bozeman.
Mountain High Woodworks, 
also in Bozeman, created 
the custom cabinetry, 
deliberately divergent in 
color and shape, to give 
the feel of a traditional 
hutch here, a glass fronted 
cabinet there. The result 
beautifully displays the 
owners’ impressive pottery 
collection. Tile work is 
tumbled travertine. shaded 
pendant lamps are by Circa 
Lighting. Rustic chairs with 
a whitewashed finish and 
milk-colored cushions add a 
fresh and casual ambiance.
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RIGHT: Whitewashed 
wall planking of 

reclaimed fir keeps 
a light feel in the 
master bedroom. 

Side table lamps are 
from Restoration 

Hardware. Double 
pane, high-

performance 
windows afford a 

spectacular view of 
the Bridger Range.

Flooring is wire-
brushed, durable 

southern pine.
Geothermal 

ground 
source heating 

throughout the 
home is both green 

and highly efficient, 
minimizing use of 

propane.

is a home that not only pays homage to the 
sensibilities of previous generations, but looks 
as though parts of it could have been standing 
for a hundred years, lovingly added onto 
through the decades. Greg Dennee, a native 
resident of Bozeman and innovative partner at 
Locati Architects, helped shepherd the project.  
Dennee instinctively understood the territory 
and rendered the design, enlisting Chad 
Bottcher of Schlauch Bottcher Construction 
to execute the shared vision.  Along with 
precise attention to architectural detail and the 
marriage of new and old materials, the home 
is equipped with forward-looking technology 
and amenities that include a seamless yet 
unobtrusive distribution of sound and video 
throughout.  The result is an effortless and 
serene sanding of the rustic edge of the past 
with luxurious modern comforts. 

LEFT: A fold out bed, 
tucked neatly into the 
wall when out of use, 
provides a comfortable 
alcove and sanctuary 
for A LUCKY GUEST.
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Salvaged barn wood repurposed into cabinets and dry brushed a vintage red give an Old West 
ambiance to a bedroom. Sliding barn doors made of metal—complete with authentic hardware—

along with a trough style basin in the adjacent washroom complete the look of yesteryear.
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resources

Architect: 
Greg Dennee

Locati Architects
www.locatiarchitects.com

Builder:
Chad Bottcher

Schlauch Bottcher Construction
www.sbconstruction.com

Interior Design:
Home Owners 

&
Amanda Heys, Locati Interior Design

www.locatiarchitects.com/company/the-
team/amanda heys

& 
Jane Osborne

A Feathered Nest

Landscaping:
Mayville Landscaping

www.mayvillelandscaping.com

The outdoor entertaining area, with the requisite 
rocking chairs, provides an expansive vista of the 
surrounding prairie. A trout-stocked pond is hidden 
by a stand of Aspen trees just beyond view, offering 
lazy days along its peaceful banks. In the distance, 
majestic Ross Peak (named for pioneer Melvin Ross 
who planted a flag on top of it in 1863) stands watch 
in the distance. 
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